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The Progré/' ef the Revival at EF ilfer 
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at this prefent Time, {the ¢ighth of December, Y cay 
teftify and declare, that of the many I conceived good Hope; 
of, from what Fknew of them myfelf, ‘and heard of then, 
from others, there is not one, blefled be the Lord, who keeps 
__ his People from falling, for it, againft whom I can conclude 
total Apoftacy, or want of Grace, from-any Thing that -harh 
befallen them. They are within Half a Dozen'whem I have 
had to rebuke, for any fcandalous Evils ; neither am I abjc 
to. number fo many at this writing.----There are only two | 
have had to rebuke and deal with, for being, overtaken with 
fingular Inftances of Drunkennefs.---One Woman fallen into 
,the Sim of antenuptial Fornication, with a Man who-had 
been a Profeffor near a Dozen of Years before this Revival..- 
And both of them appear to be much weighted with their 
Sin.----Thefe are all the Inftances certainly known to me of 
any Thing that can be called juftly, the’Falls of the Subjedts 
of this Work, charitably fuppofed to be converted.----There 
are Inftances of fome few, . that have not the fame Degree of 
Ardour.and lively Earneftnefs, in their Purfuits, and partitu- 
larly in joining with. others in Society for Prayer, - that~they 
appeared to have fome Months finge ;.and I am. afraid that 
notwithftanding their Excufes, its a leaving their firft Love, 
and have warned fome of it; but they are few, and my 
,Hopes.about them continue good notwithftanding.---Thete 
are alfa fome few who were never the Subjeéts of thisWork, 
_ by, what I could know of them, either now or formerly, who 
joined themfelves to fome Societies for Prayer neareft them, 
who have upon:fome trifling Pretexts, withdrawn from them 
again ; they are but few, and it was what I expected. 

The Lord was pleafed to let Satan-loofe for a little Time, 
-ta diftract and divide the People ; yet bleffed be our moit 
_graciousGod, he reftrained the Tempter, difappointed Fears ; 
and ao Stopt can obferve hath been put to his bleffed Work 
among us thereby. And Satan and Enemies have been dif- 
appointed, tho’ they endeavoured malicioufly to blow the 
Coal. 

This hath been.a pleafantWeek in the coming of theLord’s 
People to me. --- I have heard wonderful ‘Things from fome 
of them. Other Things muft be: referved to the next Num- 
ber. The Lord is yet remarkably amongft us. Let Heaven 
and Earth praife bim for it, Amen. 


Th 























me, 
noft 
ars ; 
ork 
dif- 
the 


rd "s 


um- 
guin 





at.Campfy in-.Scotlahd. 193; 


qhe Progrefs; and -prefemt State of ‘the Revival: in the. 

—_ Parifh of “Campy: 

T is propofed to give as particular anAccount ef theState of 

Religion; in thefe‘feveral Parifhes, which ‘have been vifited 
with this Revival of real and true Chriftianity,- as J can by~ 
all good Means obtain. ‘The Parifhof Campfy, borders on 
the Parith of KXilfth, and lyeth dire&ly: Weft from it.----- 
Some Things about the Revival of ‘Religion in- that’ Parith, 
were narrated in my Narrative, to which I refers. ‘The Pro- 
grefs of that blefled Work, and prefent State of #t, and the 
Behaviour of the Subjeéts of it in that Parifh, I Communicate 
to the Publick, by a Letter from the Reverend Mr: “ohn 
Warden Minifter of the Gofpel at Camp/y, direéted tome ¢ 
The Tenor of it followeth. 


To the Reverend Mr. James Robe, Minifter of -the 
Gofpel at_Killyth. 


Rev. and dear Sir, ; 

Anfwer to yours of the 31ft ult. you need not doubt of 
my _Willingnefs, to. contribute all I can te promote 

fo. good a Work as that which you propofe. But in- 
ceed it is Jittle Icando. And what you defire of me at 
prefent, is an Articleof fuch.a Nature, as makes me appre- 
hend, that,what)I offer, will not be fuch.as you kindly hope 
from me ; however, in. Terms of your Defire, I fhall effay 
to give, you.an Account of what I have obferved, of thePer- 
feveranceaf thofe, who appeared to getan Efcape thro’ Grace 
from fpiritual Diftreffes. There was indeed, as you know, a 
very.great, Number jn this Congregation, who were under 
very remarkable Concern upon fpiritual, or at leaft feeming- 
ly {piritual Accounts... Could we have concluded, that all 
thefe Numbers were indeed faviggly, awakened, to a Senfe of 
divine Things, our Joy would have been compleat. But it 
was to be expected, that while the Lord was building his 
Temple, Satan would alfo rear his Synagogue ;_ that while 
the Hufbandman was fowing the Wheat, the Enemy would 
fow,Tares among it ; that much of the Seed fown, would 
be choked, with Thorns, parched with Heat, trod-underFoot, 
or devoured by the Birds of the Air, and that many who 
for a while cried Lord, Lord, would go back and walk no 
more. with Jefus. It was reafonable to conclude, that this 
Bb 2 would 
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wouldibe the Cafe with many, both frem Scripture, the Na- 
ture of the Thing, and*the. Analagy, of Providences in all 
Ages of the, Church... Accordingly. you, I’m fure, and I be-. 
lieve all our Reverend Brethren, in whofe Congregations that 
Concern appeared, did warn our People, to expect, but not 
to be ftumbled, by fuch Inftances of Defe&ion. _And,at the 
fame Time, endeavoured to.make the moft exact Inquiry 
poffible, into, the Sentiments, Difpofitions .and Exercifes, of 
thefe diftreffed.Pesfons, that, by comparing. thefe, with the 
Scriptures, and with their after Practice, we might.-be able 
to form a more. exa&t Judgment concerning their Chara¢ter 
and Attainments. Now we have hai 18 or 20 Months Ex- 
perience-of them, ,and indeed I think there is the greateft 
Reafon to adore the fovereignGrace of God, that there are-not 
a great many more, and thefe too more flagrant, Inftances of 
Defections,than hitherto have appeared : Appeared, I fay,be- 
caufe, no Doubt, fome may be fallen away, whofeDefeétion 
has not yet openly appeared ; tho’, on the other Hand, it 
is to be hoped, that others are holding on in the good Way, 
whofe : Progrefs;and Attainments, in like Manner, lie hid 
from Obfervation. But it is not with thefe we have now to 
do, but with thefe Perfons, whofe Exercife and* Practice, 
can be Matter of Obfervation. In order to give a fatisfying 
Anfwer to your Queftion about thefe, I think it neceflary to 
haye a determinate Meaning fixed to theWords Falling away, 
and Perfeverance, as fuppofing Converfion. “When an awa- 
cened Perfon,comes under uncommon Degtees of Conviction, 
when the Threatnings of the Law, and the Terrors of the 
Lord, ftrike the Soul with more remarkableForce,and work 
more extraordinary Degrees of Sorrow, Self-loathing and 
Anxiety, fuch as the Perfon cannot contain, atid the World 
muft obferve :. Mankind commonly expect fomething as un- 
common, ip all the other Attainments of that Perfon, 7. ¢. 
as uncomman Degrees of Faith, Love, Holinefs, &c. | And 
therefore conclude, that if a Perfon has been carried to the 
Brink of Defpair, if his Convi€tions have made him like 
Heman, almott diftraéted, that there the divine Grace fhould 
be enjoyed, even to Perfection, inthis Life. But tho” this 
be a Way of Judging, equally oppofite to Scripture and Ex- 
perience, and a Rule which is in no Cafe to be fuftained ; 
vet this feems to be the Way, in which the Enemies of this 


Work feem to reafon. Ifa Perfon who has been under fuch 
Con- 
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Convictions, has been overtaken ina‘Fault, in one fingie In- 
ftance,it is immediately a‘ked; Where is theirConcern now ! 
And the Scandal is! malicioufly publifhed, as an infallible Evi- 
dence, that all they felt was but aDelufion,or that all they pro- 
felled wasAffeGtation. I need not put you in mind ,of the juft, 
tho’ common-place Argument, againft this Way of Reafon- 
ing, taken from the Failirgs and Errors, of the moft emi- 
nent Saints recorded in Sctipture : Only I think they warrant 
me'to infer, that tho’ a Perfon fhould fall,’ into even a grofs 
Crime in a fingle Inftance, or perhaps more ; this does not 
warrant us to conclade, that their Profeffion has been hypo- 
critical, or their Attainments delufive ; and that they are 
entirely fallen away from the Paths of Righteoufnefs. Indeed 
fuch Events-call us to fufpend our Judgment, and even fear 
the worft concerning them. But Charity requires that be- 
fore we pronounce a Perfon altogether fallen away,we fhould 
have overt and frequent Inftances, of Difregard to the Ways 
of God, or of their being Fearlefs, and Froward, in fome 
vicious Courfes, from which they will not be reclaimed, nor 
receive any Admonition. According to this Idea of De-. 
fection, there is not one in this Congregation, whofe Concern 
went further than natural Terrors, of whomd can fay, they 
are fallen away ; whatever my Fears concerning fome be. 
Tho’ Regeneration, implies the Creation of a new Princi- 
ple in the Soul, yet it does not imply, that the Old-Man is 
entirely taken away, or that Corruption is abfolutely morti- 
fied.--- Conftitutional Vices, and fuch as have got an afcen- 
dant, by long Habits, or inveterate Prejudices, will ftill re- 
main, as Enemies to a Believer’s Peace ; and mournful Ex- 
perience lets us know, that in many Inftances, they prevail 
againft him. Mo/es, the Manof God, whofe Mecknefs is 
celebrated, even by the Spirit of the Lord, as the greateft 
that any Man upon Earth poffeffed ; yet we find him put in 
a violent Paffion,..and in his Wrath, committing a moft in- 
difcreetA@tion. Tho’ therefore aPerfon naturally paffionate, 
has been in an Inftance or two in Wrath, fo as to utter fharp 
and bitter Words, or perhaps ftrike the Perfon who provok- 
ed him, and that too thrice; yet it would be very unchart 
table to conclude from this, that fuch an one wes a Strangei 
to regenerating Grace.. As an Inftance to ‘lluftrate tnis, o. 
Day in Summer laft, one of my Flock, who had been un 
deep Concern, but whofe natural Temper is extre 
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ftormy,. happened to.be provoked,to a very greatExtremity., 
1: was. accidentally.near the.Place, when.one told. me of his. 
Paffien,.. and.afked.me.what I now.could think. of his -Pro- 

fefion, who.was fo paffionate,. as. to give hard Words to the. 
Fcc cha employed.him, and. even. refufed to. do what they 

defired-bim,. 1 called him to me, afked the Caufe.of fuch: 
fusioys Rage, and. found that indeed he had Reafon on his . 
Side, and gieat.Caufe to complain, but told him how hurtful 

furh Sallies-were, to his own Soul, and. what me they did. 
taReligion, as quite inconfiftent with his former. Profeffion. 

Tho’..he was in a Fury when I firft fpoke to him, yet in lefs 
than a Minute, he burft out in a Flood of Tears, crying out 
that-he had finned ;. and withoutMurmuring or moreStrugle, 

he took with the, Wrong, and did as his Mafter defired him. 
I own, that fuch aVi@ory over-his moft ftormy Paffion,gave me 
a far higher, Idea of the Principle of Grace,in the poor Man’s 
Soul, thanI could have had, had he been quite free of Refent- 
ment,,and never.in.a Paffion. For fure it is the pureftVirtue 
which hath been moft tried; and that Religion appears with 
the greateft Beauty, which has. fuftained and overcome, the 
moft sviolent. Affaults. What -has. been faid concerning 
Waath, may.be applied to all the variousPredominants, which * 
different Chriftians have feverally to ftruggle jwith.. I could » 
in like. Manner, give many Inftances of our diftrefled Peoples 

readinefs to receive Admonition, and of their Grief when o- 
vertaken ina Fault, but fhall mention but one more, where 
even. the Shame of confeffing a nafty Crime, could not pre- 
vent an ingenuousAcknowledgement. It is an Inftance of a 
Servant-who fome-how had neglected a Thing, which. his 
Mafter. was exceeding anxious about ; and knowing. that 
he would be fharply challenged for his Negleé, had contri- 
ved fome Excufes, in reality Lies : His Mafter fufpected this, 
(tho’. they. were not in their own Nature Lie-like, nor could 
the Fraud have been detedted, by Reafon of the Circum- 
ftances) yet on hisMafter’s afking, How he that had exprefled 
fuch Sorrow, and hatred for Sin, could deliberately allow . 
himfelf in;a known Falfhood ? The poor Man, as one awa- 
kened inva Fright, cry’d out, What have 1 done? What will 
J do? He-ingenuoufly confefled his Fault, bot was in fuch 
Bieternefs of Spirit ; that for fome Days he could not be com- 
forted.+--But you’ll probably afk, Whether there be not 
Inftances of fome of thefe diftrefigd Perfons, whote Conduct 
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gives Reafon té'think, that they ure fallen away, in the Senfe 
above given to thatWord ? . ‘To'which I anfwer, That there 
“ire four, (and no more as far as I know) who profefied to be 
‘ander Convictions, whiofe Practice and Way now gives me 
Warrant'to fay, that they are gone back. They fhow no 
“Regard to Ordinances ; they feem even to defpife Religion, 
and thofe who perfevere in’it, and go headlong in Ways of 
‘Vanity and Folly. Butiit is'to’ be obferved, that thefe Per- 
fons never difcovered any Thing, under 'their profefled Con- 
vitions, more than mere natural'Tesrors. But of this more 
‘before have done. 

Yet ftill there isa pice Differenee, betwixt a Perfon’s not 
falling away, in a vifible and notour Manner, and their 2étual 
perfevering, in the’ Profeffion and real Exercife of Godlinefs. 


‘People may retain a Name, and Shéw of Religion, while 


they are utter Strangers to Grace, or, at beft, Grace on the 
Decay, and ready todie ;’ and this, renders it at once more 
difficult and more neceflary, to fix a’ determinate Meaning to 
the Word Per/everance, as fuppofirig Conveifion. I am per- 
fwaded, you'and Iagteé in our Ideas of Converfion; even 
with fomie of the Oppofers of this Work. - Your Expreffion 
in your Letter to me, of an E ftape thro’ Grace, is, T fuppofe, 
meant of Converfion : And that the explicit’ Idea is this, 
That when God by his Spirit awakens a Soul, to ‘a Senfe of 
Guilt and Corruption, of the evil Nature of Sin, and ‘its 
ruinfome Confequénces:; when a Soul diftrefied by ‘thefe 
afficting Views and Sentiments, is by the fame Spirit of the 
Lord, brought to folid and ‘diftinét Views, and Apprehen- 
fions of the Method of Salvation, thro’ } Jefus Chrift,*fo as 
with the whole Heart, to comply with the whole Propofals 
of Grace, and is thus begotten again into a lively Hope ; 
then’fuch a’Perfon may be {aid to efcape thro’ Grace, ‘or ‘to 
be converted. But'a Perfon’s Profeffion, does not warrant 
us to pronounce him converted, without Perfeverance for foie 
Time ; by which I fappofe you' mean, 'the fame Spirit ‘of the 
Lord, enabling a Soul to retain ‘a'Senfe of divine Truths, to 
maintain fpiritual Appetites, Affe&tions and Difpofitions, ac- 
cording to the’ Proportion'of Faith, and to be exercifed, both 
in fecret‘and overt, in facred' and civil AGtions, as becomes 
the Gofpel-; according to the fame Proportion of Faith ; or 
if you will of Grace. And in Anfwer to your Queftion, 
about thefe People, in this Congregation, who have been the 
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Subjects of this extraordinary Work, ‘tis naturally tobe ex 
pected, that the Evidence we have of their Perfeverance, will 
be widely different, in different Perfons, in fo much, as to 
snake it extremely difficult, if not impoffible, for one to re- 
duce his Obfervations on thefe, toa diftinét Method: And! 
{hall therefore content my felf with a fimple Relation of the 
following Faéts : That I, as1 believe all my Rev. Brethren, in 
whofe Congrega‘i ns this Concern appeare’. endeavoured in 
converfing with thefe diftrefiedPeople, to enquire with all the 
Case we could, into the Grounds and Reafons of their Con- 
cern ; and to diftinguifh betwixt thefe who appeared to have 
difting&t.and {cripsural Views of Sin, in its Nature and Con- 
fequences, and thofe whofe Difquiet feemed to arife from 
no other Caufe, than fome moving Terrors. It was of the 
tirft Sort, I chought we had Warrant to hope well. Of the 
fecond Sort, I confefs L expeéted, that fo fson as theis Ima- 
ginations cooled, their Concern wauld ceafe, and they be 
the fame, if not worfe than formerly. . But tho’ I do nor 
know one Inftance, of any of the firft Denomination, of 
whom I dare fay that they are fallen away; (whatever Anxiety 
I may haye, about fomeof them) yet Praife to infinite Sove- 
reign Grace, that fome of thele of the fecond Sort, from 
whom I expe&ed nathing, feem to bring forth Fruits meet 
for Repentance ; yea the peaceable Fruits of Rightecoulnefs. 
And even imaginary Ideas, appear to iflue in a folid and glo 
sious Work, of theSpuit of theLord. As thisObfervation will 
be belt illuttrated by, Examples, ] give you the following, but 
without condefcending on Names. A Man aged about 39 
Years, brought up im bis Youth, without any Sort of Inftructs- 
on, or Example of Religion 5..who, on the contrary, had 
Jearned no morc of ity, than,to blaipheme facred Things, by 
curling and (wearing, the Sum pf whole CharaQcr, was 4 
grofly agnorant, forth, careeh, flothivl, drunken, prophane 
Creature, as the Country afforded, about 180r 19 Months 
ago he came to dream iome frightful Things, as.of People he 


was selared to, telling him that they were abfolutely aflured 


of the Flames ef Hell, and qbat he was in the fame State, i 

he did nos change bigWiay,%¢..' This. produged in bim great 

Terror; whilg his Ignorance of: the, Principles of Religion, 

pe we ofthe, Way of ebtaiping.Relict, on dcripturs 
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